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Å 14,000 nuclear weapons 

remaining in nuclear arsenals, 

approximately 1500 on high 

alert 

Å Risk of nuclear weapons use by 

accident or miscalculation 

Å Risks rise in conflicts ð

India/Pakistan, Middle East, 

Ukraine/Russia, NE Asia

Å Potential for proliferation to 

additional countries or to non -

State actors (terrorists)

Å Risk of nuclear weapons use by 

terrorists, including by cyber 

attack on nuclear command 

centres

Å Nuclear weapons budget 

consumes $100 billion per year

Å Nuclear threats prevent 

cooperation required to address 

climate and other global issues.

Why still worried about nuclear weapons?





Main reasons for nuclear weapons

ÅSecurity

ÅPower and prestige

ÅMoney



Do nuclear weapons make countries more 
peaceful and secure? 

Global Peace Index 2019

Non -nuclear countries

·Iceland - 1

·New Zealand ɀ2

·Portugal - 3

·Austria ɀ4

·Singapore ɀ7

·Malaysia - 16

·Republic of Korea - 55

Nuclear countries

·China - 110

·USA - 128

·India - 141

·Israel - 146

·DPRK - 149

·Pakistan - 153 

·Russia - 154



Do we need nuclear weapons? 

Ward Wilson, The Pennyfarthing H-Bomb

Or are they like a Penny 
Farthing bicycle?



Security without nuclear weapons: 
Replacing nuclear deterrence with other security 
frameworks, approaches and mechanisms

·Approaches
·Diplomacy

·Mediation

·Arbitration

·Adjudication

·Regional measures

·Sanctions and incentives

·Conventional military 
deterrence

·Mechanisms/bodies
·United Nations Charter

·UN Security Council

· International Court of Justice

·UN mediation

·OSCE

·Disarmament treaties and 
treaty bodies



·1975: French nuclear tests - International Court of Justice case

·1985: Rainbow Warrior  - United Nations mediation

·1995: Underground nuclear tests ɀInternational Court of Justice 

Security without nuclear weapons in a nuclear-armed world:

Role of law and UN ςNew Zealand examples



Addressing aggression/armed conflict without 
nuclear weapons 

·Chad v Libya ɀInternational Court of Justice

·East Timor v Indonesia ɀWorld Bank/IMF, UN Security 
Council and UN Peacekeeping

·Costa Rica v Nicaragua  ɀInternational Court of Justice



Nuclear-weapon-free zones: 
Regional security without nuclear weapons

·115 countries in Nuclear Weapon Free Zones

·Additional zones proposed for Middle East, NE Asia, 
Central Europe and the Arctic



Power, prestige and nuclear weapons

Positive examples

·Kazakhstan

·South Africa

·New Zealand

Negative examples

·UK

·India

·North Korea?



Money stimulates the nuclear arms race


